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Dear Fr. Doyle, May 2010

Clearly on the occasion of such a great jubilee that celebrates the foundation of the Parish 
of St Bride’s in Bothwell 100 years ago, my first duty is to convey to you and all the people 
of the parish, my congratulations on behalf of the diocese on such a very great occasion.

As I think back to 1910, none of the present parishioners would have been alive at the 
time but many of their parents and grandparents would have been able to tell us of that 
momentous event in the life of their parish. I suspect that the Irish ‘diaspora’ in the light of 
the great famine 60 years earlier, would have meant that the Irish were coming to Scotland 
to find a new and better way forward would have become little more than a trickle by 1910 
when in all previous decades it would have been in their thousands. The tragedy of the 
First World War would have meant that immigration to Scotland would have been almost 
non existent.

But what intrigues me is why your parish was given as its patroness St Bride or St Bridget of 
the Gaels, Ireland’ patroness.  I can only assume that Archbishop John Maguire of Glasgow 
responded to the request of the new parish priest and people of the parish at that time,  
to respect the fact that the great majority of the people of the parish had an Irish origin.

But all that lies in the past. What has to be of concern to you is what lies in the future.   
I have every confidence in what lies ahead of you not least as you are one of the finest 
parishes in the diocese, not least in your level of practice and the care you have for the 
young people, your children, not least in their time in their primary school days under  
just about the best primary Head Teacher in the diocese, Mrs Doyle.

May your parish grow from strength to strength in the years to come

With every best wish,
Yours devotedly

+Joseph Devine
Bishop of Motherwell

Bishop Joseph Devine on a recent Ad Limina visit to Rome
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St Bride, our PatroneSS

St Bride with her Sisters and Monks who shared the religious house  
at Kildare
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St Bride, our PatroneSS

St Bride is one of the first Irish saints.  Known as 

“Mary of the Gael”, she was born in the year  

453 A.D. near Dundalk at Fochard.  Crochan Hill 

in Westmeath was the venue for her first Irish Convent.   

Her feast day is 1st February, the day on which she 

died in the year 525 A.D.  Her body lies at Down Patrick, 

beside the graves of St Patrick and St Columba.

St Bride was a remarkable woman.  She was the first 

woman to give her life professionally to the church.   

She set up the first Convent in Ireland.  Many of the 

young women joined her, and they moved through  

the Irish countryside with a simple message: mercy and 

help for the poor.  More religious houses were founded.  

The most famous was at Kildare.  There, Bride set up an 

oratory, soon to become famous as a centre of learning.  

Rich and poor, well-fed and famished, came to ask Bride’s 

advice and help.  In the late 14th century her name 

came to Scotland when the Earl of Douglas was given 

permission by the Pope to set up a chapel under the 

name of St Bride.

St Bride’s father was a pagan chieftain.  When the time 

of his death was drawing near, Bride sat by him in prayer.  

While she kept her long watch she passed away the 

time by weaving a cross from the rushes at her feet.  

(Rush and Rush matting was the floor covering at the 

time).  Her father seeing the Cross, asked her to explain 

its meaning, and as a result became deeply interested 

in the Cross of Christ, the Christian symbol, and he 

eventually died a Christian.  And the Rush Cross became 

St Bride’s emblem ever since.

Down through the ages, St Bride’s Crosses have been 

worn and used in Irish homes.  In some parts of Ireland, 

the custom still survives that when a young couple are 

married and move into a new home, a St Bride’s Cross 

is taken from the old house and placed in the new to 

indicate the continuity of family and faith.
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T he first Church of St Bride in Bothwell 

was the pre-Reformation church erected 

by Archibald, Lord Douglas – the Lord of 

Bothwell Castle and dedicated to St Bride, the patron 

saint of the Douglas family.

During its long history this church served not only the 

Lord of the Castle, but the families of the neighbouring 

farms and manors.  This original church of St Bride is now 

incorporated into Bothwell Parish Church, on Bothwell 

Main Street.

The Restoration of the Scottish Catholic Hierarchy took 

place on 15th March 1878 and was one of the first acts 

of the new pontificate of Pope Leo XIII.  Archbishop 

Charles Eyre became the first post-Reformation 

Archbishop of Glasgow, and on that day the village of 

Bothwell returned to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction and 

territory of the See of Glasgow.

In the same year, 1878, the Franciscan Sisters of the 

Immaculate Conception founded a convent school 

and chapel in Elmwood, and thus began their long and 

happy association with Bothwell.

In 1910 it was felt that a new parish was needed in the 

area; the Archbishop of Glasgow, Rt Rev John Maguire, 

canonically established the parish under the ancient 

patronage and tile of St Bride.  And so a church and  

a primary school were erected at the foot of Langside 

Road to serve the people of Bothwell village, 

Bothwellhaugh, Bothwellpark and Viewpark.  

The first Parish Priest was Father John McMillan.

Eight years later, Father McMillan was succeeded by 

Father James Hughes, who served the parish for eight 

years until 1923, when he left to become a member of 

the Redemptorist Order.  Father Patrick Hourigan  

took over until 1930, when he was succeeded by  

Father James Montgomery.

In 1933, Father Thomas McCann was appointed to the 

parish which, by this time had grown greatly.  New 

housing developments had sprung up in Bothwellpark 

and Viewpark, and it soon became evident that another 

church was needed in the area.  Consequently, in 1939 

the new church of St Columba’s, Viewpark, was opened, 

and Father McCann became its first pastor, leaving  

St Bride’s to Father Henry Hart.
Langside Road Church

100 YearS in the 
heart of Bothwell 
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Catherine Murphy receiving her First Communion 
certificate from Fr Houlihan in 1975. Headmistress 
Miss O’Neill and janitor Mr Dickson are looking on.

By this time however, the lovely building “down the 

brae” was beginning to show signs of damage from the 

mine-workings underneath, and unfortunately had to be 

closed very early in 1940.

The war years were difficult times for our now churchless 

parish; one Mass was said each Sunday in Elmwood 

School Hall, and another in the Miners’ Welfare Hall in 

Bothwellhaugh.  During the week, Mass was offered in 

the little oratory of the Langside Road presbytery.

Father John McCrory became Parish Priest in 1945, but 

unfortunately had soon to leave because of ill health.   

He was succeeded in 1947 by Father Thomas Brooks.

With the passing of the war years, building programmes 

were speeded up, new houses began to appear 

in Orbiston and in Bellshill, and the population of 

Bothwellhaugh began to dwindle.  This had a direct 

effect on the roll of the primary school which was 

very soon transferred to the Infants’ building in 

Bothwellhaugh.  During this time the “old Archdiocese of 

Glasgow” was re-erected by the Apostolic Constitution 

Dominici Gregis into the Province of Glasgow, St Bride’s 

then became part of Motherwell Diocese, one of the 

two new Suffragan Sees.  In 1948 Father Thomas Murray 

held a temporary appointment at St Bride’s, until Father 

Thomas Egan could take over.

In 1955 Father George Mullen was appointed to 

Bothwell, and not long after his appointment the Miner’s 

Welfare Halls in Fallside Road became vacant as a result 

of the closure of Bothwell Castle Colliery.

Through the tireless energy of Father Mullen, these halls 

were purchased for the parish, and St Bride’s once again 

had a church, which was formally opened in 1957.  Over 

the years, Bothwellhaugh had become more and more 

of a “ghost village” , and finally the school was closed and 

the children transferred to St John’s, Uddingston.

1958 brought Father Daniel O’Doherty to the parish 

and then, in 1961, Father John Boyle.  During these years 

the building programme in the area had been steadily 

maintained and the Woodlands estate now extended as 

far as Fallside Road.  Other housing developments had 

also appeared and soon it was necessary to have extra 

Masses said on Sundays.  Father John Breslin, the then 

Diocesan Secretary, was appointed as Assistant Priest, 

later succeeded by Father Gerald McColgan.

In 1968 Father Michael Houlihan was appointed Parish 

Priest. Father Henry Allison, Chaplain to Oglivie High 

School, Hamilton, and also to the Franciscan Convent, 

was appointed as Assistant.  At that time a site was 

obtained for a church, to be built, very aptly, in the  

Kirk-lands area.  On 10th of June 1973, the feast of 

Pentecost, Bishop Francis Thomson, together with many 

of the clergy of the diocese, presided over the Solemn 

Opening of the new St Bride’s Church.

In the same year, God further graced and blessed the 

parish with the foundation of the Poor Clare Monastery 

next to the church.  The Sisters who had moved from 

Blantyre, found a welcome new home amongst us, 

where they remain at the very heart of the parish’s 

spiritual life.
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Staff of Elmwood School

In 1977 the Convent School at Elmwood finally closed 

its doors; it had well served the educational needs of the 

Catholic population in Lanarkshire and its proud legacy 

still remains with so many “old girls” in our midst.  The 

Sisters would eventually move to the Bishop’s old house 

in Fife Crescent with the foundation of Innocents’ House.
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Filming at St Brides
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When Father Houlihan retired, Canon Andrew Reen was 

appointed Parish Priest and is remembered with special 

affection as a prodigious visitor to the family homes in 

the parish.  His frequent pastoral calls to the sick and 

the great solicitude with which he cared for them is still 

remembered with such warmth and gratitude.  However, 

it was not only the Canon’s considerable pastoral skills 

which came to the fore in the parish, his abilities at 

mending and tending the fabric of the new church 

building were very much in demand.  Teething problems 

and a leaky roof were a constant difficulty and this 

meant that the considerable practical skills which the 

Canon possessed were put to very good use in his  

time here.  

As well as this, he implemented the Diocesan Renew 

programme in the parish, which fostered the pastoral 

vision of the post-Concilliar Church emphasising 

lay involvement and the importance of community 

building.  Alongside Canon Reen, Father Gerard Chromy 

served as Assistant Priest replacing Father Henry Allison.

On 28th of May 1979 Father John Dickson S.D.B,  

a son of the parish, was ordained to the priesthood in 

St Bride’s by Rt Rev Francis Thomson M.A., S.T.L. Bishop 

of Motherwell.  On 1st of May 1984 Sister Karen Small 

O.S.C., a daughter of the parish, was Solemnly Professed 

in St Bride’s Church.

Monsignor John J Burns was appointed Parish Priest in 

1992. As the Vicar General of Motherwell Diocese, he 

had other onerous responsibilities elsewhere, however 

these did not detract from his pastoral programme nor 

diminish his resolve to implement and continue the 

Diocesan Renew Programme in the parish.  During this 

time, St Bride’s Pastoral Centre was planned and built 

involving the skills and energy of many parishioners.   

The Pastoral Centre remains a wonderful resource for 

both the parish and wider Bothwell community as a 

venue for social, parochial, cultural and civic events.   

The parish also gained some notoriety when BBC’s Songs 

of Praise with the late Sir Harry Secombe was televised 

from the church.  Father Raymond Dempsey and Father 

Stephen Reilly served as Assistant Priests and Secondary 

School Chaplains to Cardinal Newman High School.

In the Great Jubilee Year of 2000 the long association of 

The Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception 

(The Elmwood sisters) with the parish sadly came to an 

end when the Sisters left Fife Crescent.

In 2003 Monsignor Burns retired as Parish Priest, but 

remained Vicar General and continued to reside in the 

parish.  Father Thomas Doyle was then appointed Parish 

Priest.  In the summer of that year, while work was being 

carried out on St Bride’s Primary School, the school 

building caught fire and was razed to the ground.

In 2004 the Parish was greatly honoured to be chosen 

to host the visit of the relics of St Anthony of Padua; we 

were one of only three other venues chosen in Scotland.  

In 2006 Monsignor Burns celebrated the Golden Jubilee 

of his priestly ordination.  In 2007, five Poor Clare Sisters 

from the Monastery of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

Neath, Minerva Diocese, South Wales, joined the Bothwell 

Sisters.  In our Centenary Year of 2010 Bishop Devine 

joined the Parish Community for our celebrations, as 

together we all look forward to the momentous days of 

the Benedict XVI state visit later in the year. Fr Raymond Dempsey Fr Stephen Reilly

Very Rev Andrew Canon Reen

Fr Harry Allison

Fr Gerard Chromy
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Monsignor Burn’s Golden Jubilee of Ordination, with the Archbishop of Glasgow, the Bishop of Motherwell and three classmates from Rome.  13  100 Years in the Heart of Bothwell



Bothwell 
and BeYond

F or one hundred years St Bride’s Parish, Bothwell 

has been encompassed by the territorial limits  

of Bothwell village, more or less.

In recent years however, its influence has spread not 

only over the parish boundaries but also overseas.

When in 1977 the village embraced a Twinning Charter 

with Jouy-en-Josas, a village in France near Paris, the 

then Parish Priest Father Houlihan took a keen interest  

in Twinning celebrations and the Officials from  

France were always made most welcome at Mass.  

Father Houlihan was presented with a picture of the 

ancient Church in Jouy.  A specially commissioned work – 

the Tree of Life – printed on Toile de Jouy was presented 

to the village and now hangs in the porch of the Church.

The School too, became involved in a number of 

exchange visits to our Twin Town, giving the children an 

opportunity to experience French culture.

Many of our parishioners have over the years played a 

prominent part in the Twinning links;  footballers, golfers, 

the choir and others.

Lately the school has embarked upon an important link 

to the Patriarchal School in Aboud, a Palestinian town 

in the occupied West Bank.  One of the aims of such a 

link is to let our fellow Christians in the Holy Land know 

that they are not forgotten but are in the thoughts and 

prayers of, among others, the children and parishioners 

of the parish of St Bride’s Bothwell.

Statue La Diege in St Martin’s church, Jouy-en-Josas

Aboud, Palestine14 Bothwell and Beyond



The Tree of Life

Château de Vilvert, Jouy-en-Josas

St Martin’s Church, Jouy-en-Josas  15Bothwell and Beyond
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the franciScan SiSterS

T he Franciscan Sisters have enjoyed a long 

association with Bothwell ever since the 

day in 1878 when they opened a boarding 

school for girls at Elmwood House.  By that time, the 

Sisters had been in Glasgow for 31 years – the first 

Franciscans to return to Scotland since the Reformation 

and the first religious to return to the West of Scotland.  

The early years were difficult ones but the congregation 

had flourished and by 1878 the Sisters were working in a 

great many schools and parishes, in St Mary’s Orphanage 

and in Our Lady & St Francis Secondary School, better 

known to most as Charlotte Street.  Long years of 

cholera outbreaks had taken their toll and the Sisters 

were conscious of a need to move their boarders to a 

healthier environment.  When Elmwood House came on 

the market, it seemed the perfect solution.  In those day 

however, it was virtually impossible for religious to buy 

property and so the Sisters enlisted the help of a kindly 

gentleman in Bothwell who bought the house on their 

behalf – and was subsequently black-balled from the 

bowling green for having done so!

The school flourished and by 1910 when the parish of  

St Bride’s was established, the Sisters were ready to 

extend their work and accepted Dean Cronin’s invitation 

to take charge of the new St Bride’s Primary which 

opened in August 1910 with a roll of about 100 pupils.  

Mother Philippa Gilhooly

F.P. Mass in the grounds of Elmwood Convent School, celebrated by Bishop Thompson.
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As the years passed, they became involved in more and 

more schools throughout Lanarkshire, but Bothwell 

remained the hub of things for them.  In the early 

1950’s the Sisters bought the Lindens, a large property 

opposite the bowling green and moved out of the 

Elmwood Convent under the headship of Sister Mary 

Elizabeth O’Connell – perhaps better known for her later 

role as head teacher in St Bride’s.  The private school 

grew steadily under Sister Mary Gertrude and then Sister 

Mary Anthony until 1974, when the decision was taken 

to close it.

By this time, St Bride’s School – by then situated in 

Bothwellhaugh – had also closed (in 1965) and the pupils 

transferred to Bellshill.  By this time too, the decision had 

been taken to close Elmwood and to build a new co-ed 

Catholic School in Bellshill.  Despite all the efforts to keep 

Elmwood alive, it eventually closed its doors on 29th June 

1977 – one year before its centenary.  Over 1,000 people 

attended the closing Mass and Open Day.

Two years later, the Sisters moved into what had 

been Bishop Thomson’s home on Fife Crescent and 

established the Innocents project which continues to 

flourish in the diocese, though now based in Motherwell.

Sister Rosaria and Sister Maria Goretti outside  
the Innocents’ House, Fife Crescent

the franciScan SiSterS

The Franciscan Sisters  17
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Garden party at  
Elmwood Convent, Bothwell  
on 29 June 1899



St Bride’s has meant to us over the years.  Many of your 

parishioners are our former colleagues and pupils; very 

many of you remain our friends; all of you remain very 

warmly and gratefully remembered in our prayers.  

Your Sisters, the Poor Clares, have been a joyous part of 

our lives ever since they first came to Blantyre and then 

to Bothwell.  Many are the priests of the parish who 

have their own place in our history – from Fr Caven who 

regularly left Glasgow at 4am and walked all the way to 

Elmwood for Mass at 7am, to the late Cardinal Winning, 

for many years our chaplain, and more recently figures 

like Fr Houlihan, Fr Allison, Mgr Burns, Walter Scott and of 

course Fr Doyle

May this century celebration be a source of great joy 

and many blessings for them, for you, and for all of us.

The final chapter of the Sisters 122 year stay in Bothwell 

came about in 2000.  By that time there were many elderly 

Sisters in need of care, and a purpose-built home for them 

had become a priority.  The only way this could be done 

was to sell three large properties at Bothwell, Greenock 

and Dennistoun, and so, with immense regret, the Lindens 

was sold and the Sisters moved back to Glasgow in 

November 2000.  They have, however, never lost their 

affection for Bothwell and retain many links with it.

Now 163 years old, the congregation is actually larger 

than ever it has been, though most of its growth is now 

in Nigeria and Kenya where we continue to run schools, 

hospitals, HIV/AIDS projects, projects for orphans and 

abandoned babies, and a multitude of other apostolates.  

In all of this, Bothwell has played a key part, for many of 

the Sisters are themselves former students of its schools 

and many are the former pupils we encounter – literally 

in every corner of the globe!  On this great occasion 

of the centenary of St Bride’s parish, we would like to 

express our heartfelt thanks for all that Bothwell and 
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Sr Thérèse, Sr Jarlath, Mother Columba, Sr Paschal and Sr Veronica, who came from Cork to Blantyre, pictured in 195620 The Poor Clares 



the Poor clareS

T he seed of our Poor Clare Order was sown 

in 1206 when Saint Francis of Assisi was a 

young man, searching to know what the 

Lord wanted him to do with his life. While praying in 

the Church of San Damiano he heard the voice of the 

Lord from the Crucifix saying:  ‘Go Francis and repair my 

Church which, as you see, is falling into ruin.’ Francis took 

the words of the Lord literally and started re-building 

the walls of San Damiano. While doing so, inspired by  

the Holy Spirit, he called out with great joy to some 

passers-by:  ‘Come and help me in the building of this 

monastery for in time to come, there will dwell here 

ladies by whose marvellous and holy living the Lord  

will be glorified throughout His Holy Church.’   

At that time the future Saint Clare was only about twelve 

years of age and her sister, the future Saint Agnes, only 

eight. In her Testament, St. Clare assures us that Francis 

prophesied not only concerning herself and her sisters 

but also those who were to come after them in this holy 

vocation. When Francis uttered these prophetic words 

he had not as yet any followers, so in a spiritual sense, 

in the providence of God, Clare and her sisters could be 

considered the first followers of Francis. 

 

By 1209, Francis had a number of followers so they 

walked to Rome to ask for the approval of the Pope for 

their Gospel way of life. At first they were given a cool 

reception but after a dream in which Pope Innocent III 

saw Francis supporting the Basilica of St. John Lateran, 

he had a change of heart and said to Francis and his 

brothers:  ‘Go with the Lord, brothers,  and as the Lord 

will see fit to inspire you, preach penance to all.’ This 

was the official birth of the Franciscan Order. In April 

2009 thousands of Franciscans from all over the world 

gathered in Assisi to celebrate the 8th Centenary of the 

Foundation of the Order. Francis’  life was one of prayer, 

preaching and penance.

Clare was greatly inspired by Francis and his brothers 

and so on the night of Palm Sunday 1212 she ran away 

from her family home, accompanied by a trusted lady 

companion. Francis and his brothers met them and 

accompanied them to the Little Chapel of Our Lady of 

the Angels, affectionately called the Portiuncula, where 

Francis consecrated Clare to God. She exchanged her 

fine clothes for a rough Habit. Then Francis cut off her 

beautiful, long blonde hair and she put on a veil as a sign 

of her consecration to God. Francis and his companions 

then brought Clare to a Benedictine Monastery for a 

short time. 

Church of San Damiano

Legend of St Francis, Dream of Innocent III
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Poor Clares in Blantyre, 1972

Her family of Knights and noblemen pursued her and 

tried to force her to come home but they withdrew 

when she clung to the Altar and showed them that her 

hair had been cut. After some time in another place of 

refuge, Francis brought her to San Damiano where she 

lived for the rest of her life. Clare, a noblewoman by 

birth, renounced all her wealth and status to follow the 

poor Christ. She was soon followed by her own sister,  

Agnes, and later by her sister Beatrice and even her own 

mother, Ortulana, and numerous other ladies,  

thus fulfilling the prophecy of Francis. 

While Francis lived a Contemplative, Apostolic Life,  

Clare and her Sisters were moved by the Holy Spirit to 

live a purely Contemplative Life. This does not mean that 

the sisters had no concern for others. On the contrary, 

they took to themselves all the cares and troubles of the 

people and brought them before the Lord in prayer  

and intercession. 

In 1234 San Damiano’s walls were being assailed by 

Saracen soldiers. Clare was ill in bed but rose and went 

to the window raising the Ciborium containing the 

Eucharist. As she did so, the Lord’s voice was heard 

saying: ‘I will always protect you’ and at that, the soldiers 

fell from the walls and fled. Because of this, Clare is often 

depicted holding a Monstrance.

 

Another time when Clare was very ill she was so 

disappointed because she was unable to be with the 

Sisters at Christmas Mass. As she was praying, she was 

miraculously transported to Mass at the Church of the 

Friars and later she could even recount the sermon 

to the Sisters. Because of this miracle, Pope Pius X11 

appointed her Patroness of Television in 1956.
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Immaculate Conception 
Monastery, Cork

During the lifetime of St. Clare the Order spread  

rapidly and today there are over 20,000 Poor Clares  

in 75 countries.

Our own Community was founded from Cork in 1952 

when Mother Columba (Abbess), and Sisters Veronica, 

Thérèse, Paschal and Jarlath came to Blantyre. They were 

welcomed into the Diocese by Bishop Douglas, the first 

Bishop of Motherwell.  Mgr. Ashe and the Priests of  

St. Joseph’s Parish, Blantyre, made the sisters very 

welcome and one of them came to celebrate Mass at 

7 o’clock every morning in their new home which had 

been acquired from the Kelly family of Celtic fame.

Gradually some new sisters joined the Community and 

in 1973 we moved to our new purpose built Monastery 

attached to St. Bride’s Church here in Bothwell where we 

were made most welcome by Frs. Houlihan and Allison 

and many of the Parishioners. 

Over the past 37 years we have shared many of the joys 

and sorrows of the good people of St. Bride’s. We are very 

grateful to God for the friendship and prayerful support 

of the people in our Parish. A number of our friends 

who made us so welcome to the Parish in 1973 have 

now gone to their eternal reward and we remember 

them with love and gratitude. Many of the children from 

those early days are now married and have children of 

their own, some also have grandchildren!  Some former 

Parishioners have moved to other countries but still 

keep in touch.

Our Community, too, has changed over the years. Several 

of our Sisters have died and the rest of us are all just a 

little older! In 2007 we were very happy to welcome our 

Sisters from Neath in South Wales. Like ourselves, they 

had been founded from Ireland and we belong to the 

same Poor Clare Federation which exists for the mutual 

support of all the monasteries.

There are now twelve Sisters in our Community. 

Although we are all growing older and some of our 

Sisters are not in the best of health, there is great life,  

joy and laughter in our Community.

The official opening of the 
Monastery on the Feast of  
St. Francis, October 4th 1973  23The Poor Clares

100
St Bride’s     Bothwell

1910-2010



Sometimes people wonder what we do all day! Our first 

Community Prayer of the day is at 6am when, in union 

with the whole Church, we offer the official Morning 

Prayer of the Church followed by silent personal prayer. 

Throughout the course of the day, (and sometimes at 

midnight) we come together seven times to sing the 

Prayer of the Church. As well as that we have Mass, the 

Rosary and times for quiet prayer together. For most of 

the day we have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

in our little Chapel and, when we are not present as a 

Community, we take it in turns to be there in Adoration 

so that, for most of the day, someone is there in prayer. 

We also spend time in Spiritual Reading and Study. 

Besides praying, there are all the normal household 

tasks of cleaning, washing, ironing, gardening, cooking 

and maintenance of the monastery and garden. There 

is also the Sacristy work and one sister is often called 

to answer the door bell. We make cards, vestments, 

altar cloths, stoles etc. but recently we have had to cut 

down on this work for lack of time. Some of our older 

Sisters are no longer able for work and need some care 

but they have a wonderful spirit of prayer and are an 

inspiration in the way they accept their limitations and 

loss of independence which is hard for anyone whether 

inside or outside a monastery! A lot of time is spent in 

responding to requests for prayers, not just in praying 

but also in answering letters from people who are so 

worried and troubled about health or family concerns 

and many other problems. We are kept very much in 

touch with all the suffering of the world.

We should like to take this opportunity to thank  

Fr. Doyle, Mgr. Burns and all the Priests who have served 

in this Parish, for their kindness to us. We are also very 

grateful to all the people of the Parish for their goodness 

and support. Please keep us in your prayers especially 

that the Lord will send us some young Sisters soon so 

that God may continue to be glorified throughout  

His Holy Church and the whole world from this  

House of prayer in Bothwell. 

“

”

O wondrous blessed clarity of Clare!   

In life she shone to a few; 

after death she shines on the whole world!

On earth she was a clear light,  

now in heaven she is a brilliant sun.

O how great the vehemence of the brilliance of this clarity!

On earth this light was indeed kept within cloistered walls,

 yet shone abroad its shining rays;

It was confined within a convent cell, 

yet spread itself through the whole world. 

With these and similar words Pope Innocent IV (1253-54) 

eulogized Chiara Offreduccio; eldest daughter of Favorino 

Scifi, Count of Sasso-Rosso and his wife Ortalana.  Soon 

she would be known forever as St. Clare of Assisi.

Meaning of her name: bright, clear, brilliant.

Patroness of:  embroiderers, goldsmiths, 

eye disease, needle workers, 

television,  good weather,  

gilders,  laundry workers.

Portrait of St. Clare

In the words of St. Clare:  ‘May the Lord be with you 

always and may you be with Him always and in  

every place.’
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The Monastery Garden The Monastery Chapel – The words above the Monstrance are: 
‘Ego vos semper custodiam’  ( ‘I will always protect you’)

1   O Seraphic Saint Clare, first woman to become a disciple 

of the Poor Man of Assisi, our Father Saint Francis: You 

left riches and honours for a life of sacrifice and extreme 

poverty.  Obtain for us from God, we implore you, the 

poor, simple and joyful life.  May we always humbly 

accept whatever He wills for us, completely confiding in 

the loving providence of our Heavenly Father.  Amen.

2   O Glorious St. Clare! God has given you the power 

of working miracles continually, and the favour of 

answering the prayers of those who invoke your 

assistance in misfortune, anxiety, and distress. We 

beseech you, obtain from Jesus through Mary His Blessed 

Mother, what we beg of you so fervently and hopefully, 

(mention your petition) if it be for the greater honour and 

glory of God and for the good of our souls.   Amen.

PraYerS to 
St. clare

novena to St. clare

O most Holy Trinity, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

we praise your Holy Name 

and the wonders of grace 

you worked in your servant, Saint Clare. 

Through her powerful intercession 

grant us the favours we beg in this novena, 

above all the grace to live and die 

as she did in your most Holy Love. Amen.

The Poor Clares, 2010
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A s a parish community we are rightly proud 

of our Primary School and we could not 

possibly omit mention of Mrs Doyle, the 

Head Teacher, the staff and pupils of St Bride’s in our 

Centenary Brochure.

When I arrived in the parish it was to the news that 

the old primary school building had been razed to 

the ground in a fire. In the aftermath of this trying 

and difficult event , teachers, parents and pupils rose 

splendidly to the occasion. Despite the inconvenience of 

being decanted to another school and the daily journey 

to Hamilton everyone pulled together to ensure that 

the life of the school and the education of the pupils 

continued as normal.

It should be remembered that all the resources and 

treasured possessions of the school both private and 

professional had been lost in the fire. This meant starting 

all over again from scratch, no mean feat under any 

circumstances, but given the decant and daily bus 

odyssey it was truly an enormous task. However, it was 

a task which Mrs Doyle and her staff ably met with 

fortitude and professionalism.

As always there is a silver lining to every cloud and ours 

came with the building of a wonderful new school and 

nursery. I remember Monsignor and I, slack jawed and 

amazed, as Mrs Doyle showed us round the new school 

building. I also recall the great excitement of the children 

and the pride they took in the new St Bride’s!

Hardly had the school settled back down in Bothwell, 

than Her Majesty’s School Inspectors were knocking on 

the door… they must have heard the rumours of how 

good we were.  The Inspection of course confirmed what 

we always knew, that St Bride’s was an excellent school.

St Bride’S
PrimarY  
School Primary 1

Primary 5Primary 4
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At the heart of any Catholic school is a unique vision 

of the human person based on the teaching of Christ. 

For Christ’s teaching reminds us that every child has 

the irreducible dignity of a child of God called to 

membership of God’s family, the Church, and to share 

the rich gift of salvation our Heavenly Father has in store 

for us as heirs to the Kingdom of Heaven.  A Catholic 

School seeks to address the whole human person both 

body and soul; providing intellectual, spiritual, moral, 

physical and social formation.

As in Christ’s Parable of the Talents, we wish the 

children to use to the best of their abilities, their God 

given gifts so that they may enjoy the fruits of their 

labour, contribute to the common good and have a 

generous heart to care for those less fortunate.

The ethos of the Catholic school comes directly from 

the values of the Gospel; wherein we find the two great 

commandments of Christ - to love God and our neighbour 

as ourselves. An ethos based on the commandments of 

love and respect for self and others provides a moral and 

social framework where children learn the basis of right 

conduct and the foundation of moral choices.

We find all these elements in St Bride’s Primary School, 

as well as the outstanding sacramental preparation of 

the children by their classroom teachers, and worthy 

celebrations of the sacraments for which the school 

provides invaluable help.

As we recall the central importance of the school at the 

heart of the parish, we also remember all our former 

pupils and staff, remembering especially with gratitude 

and great affection the two previous Head Teachers, 

Miss O’Neill and Mrs Girvan.

Primary 2

Primary 6

Primary 3

Primary 6/7
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PariSh GrouPShead teacherS  
of St Bride’S  
PrimarY School,  
PaSt and PreSent

Bridie O’Neill, 1973 - 1980 Addie Girvan, 1980 - 1996 Mary Doyle, 1996 - present

SVDP

St Bride’s St Vincent de Paul Conference belongs to the 

world wide Vincentian Family who seek to care for the 

needs of the poor in the spirit of St Vincent de Paul.   

St Bride’s parochial conference is twined with an SVDP 

conference in India.  As well as taking up a weekly 

recessional collection after each Mass on Sunday for 

the work of the conference, seeing clients and visiting 

homes, they also organise an annual dinner for Senior 

Citizens in the village.  Some members of the conference 

also work in the Ozanam Club, a social club funded 

by the SVDP for those with special needs, as well as 

this,until recently,others regularly visited the residents of 

Kirkland’s Hospital. 

This year is the 350th Anniversary of the death of both 

St Vincent de Paul and St Louise de Marillac.  It is also the 

year that the Society of St Vincent de Paul in Scotland 

celebrates its own 165th Anniversary.

Youth Music Group

St Bride’s Parish is amply blessed with musical talent and 

we are particularly lucky to have such a successful and 

talented Youth Group who play every week at Mass.   

A dedicated and committed group of young people 

under the steady hand of Stephen Dickson, they are a 

great asset to our Sunday evening Mass and remembered 

with special affection on Christmas mornings by the 

children for the festive cheer they bring.  Their enthusiasm 

knows no bounds and their repertoire is wide and varied, 

well rehearsed and includes both traditional and modern 

music and also a distinct openness to other Christian 

traditions. The Youth Group also fosters the talent of our 

young people and allows them the opportunity to use 

that talent for the wider good of the Parish.

28 St Bride’s Primary School



The Choir 

A parish choir was first established in St Bride’s in 

the 1970s.  It originated in the group which came 

together to join Bothwell Parish Church choir to sing at 

ecumenical services every Christmas and Easter.  Much 

of the energy behind this came from Bridie O’Neill, the 

then head teacher of St Bride’s Primary.

When St Bride’s choir began to meet throughout the year 

its conductor and musical director for many years was 

Hugh Anglim, a well-known professional singer and music 

teacher.  It was he who composed the music for the Hymn 

to St Bride, setting the words written by Bridie O’Neill.

On Hugh’s retiral the baton passed to Mark Donnelly, 

also a well-known professional singer and music teacher, 

who had begun his musical career singing in Miss O’Neill’s 

school choir.

Currently the parish choir has 25 members and performs 

a wide range of liturgical music supported by the parish 

organists, Anna Spencer, Mary Riley and Joseph Hughes 

(who has composed the “Bothwell Mass” being used at 

this centenary celebration). 

Tuesday Club

The Tuesday Club is a weekly social club based in  

St Bride’s Pastoral Centre and made up of parishioners 

and those from wider afield.  A very active group,they 

have a wide range of events, talks and activities.  As well 

as bus runs, cultural visits, educational opportunities, 

guest speakers and an annual holiday away, they also 

take part in the Parish Christmas fair.

The Choir

The Youth Music Group St Vincent de Paul

PariSh GrouPS
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It’s a great pleasure to send words of congratulation to our friends at St Bride’s 

Catholic Church on reaching their centenary.  Within the congregation of the Parish 

Church we cherish the warm friendship between the membership of our two 

churches and give thanks that, over more years than most can remember, we have 

been able to worship and witness together as part of God’s family in our community.

In an age marked by such strident secularism, we look to our friends at St Bride’s as 

being fellow pilgrims in our Christian witness.  May God grant us blessing in all that 

unites us and may he use the future to heal the divisions of the past.

Our hearty congratulations to all at St Bride’s.

Reverend Jim Gibson

Minister of Bothwell

conGratulationS from the 
PariSh church of Bothwell
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I t is a great privilege to find myself in the office 

of Parish Priest at such a happy juncture in 

the history of St Bride’s  Parish, as together 

we celebrate the centenary of our foundation. In that 

hackneyed old phrase, I cannot help but feel the hand 

of history heavy on my shoulder, as I think of all my 

predecessors, who giving their lives so generously to 

Christ strove selflessly to serve God’s people. Looking 

down the list of priests who have served here, I realise 

that my own unworthy efforts are insignificant in 

comparison to all that they have achieved over one 

hundred years.

 In parishes people have long memories, remembering 

with fondness and gratitude their priests, who married 

them, baptised their children, cared for the sick, 

brought comfort to the dying and reassurance to the 

bereaved, celebrated the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness 

in the sacrament of confession; and most importantly, 

gathered the family of the parish around the Lord’s holy 

altar for Mass. 

A MessAge FroM 
Your PArish Priest
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Bothwell has a long, eventful and proud history, 

stretching over many centuries, where the faith has 

played an essential and defining part. St Bride, who was 

patroness of the Douglas family, the Earls of Bothwell, 

has been associated with this village for many centuries, 

and we pray that her intercession, may aid our future 

and all its endeavours in the faith. 

As we look to the future we do so with great faith  

and surest hope that Christ, our Good Shepherd,  

may continue to bless his little flock gathered  

here in St Bride’s, Bothwell.

Rev Thomas Doyle

Parish Priest

From my first day here, I often heard the names of the 

priests who had served you, men such as Fr Michael 

Houlihan, Fr Harry Allison, Canon Andrew Reen,  

Fr Gerry Chromy, Fr Stephen Reilly, and of course  

Mgr Burns who continues to enjoy our love and esteem.  

In this year specially designated by the pope as the year 

of the priest, it is only fitting that I pay tribute to all those 

who in the sacred ministry have served St Bride’s Parish.

Taking a moment to reflect on the Century, since our 

foundation, it is very clear that the world is a very 

different place to what it was then. Our lives today 

are radically different, in ways that would appear 

incredible to our forebears.  Technology, science and 

communications have made sweeping changes to our 

society and the way we live. Political and economic 

changes have improved the quality of our lives and 

medicine extended our span of years.  The sociological 

changes in that time, which saw greater social mobility 

and access to educational opportunities, have brought 

about a marked change in the position Catholics 

now occupy in our society. Previously, few could have 

hoped to aspire to the professions, business or tertiary 

education, yet now these are all commonplace.  

However, who in 1910 could have envisaged the 

horrifying bloodletting of the rest of the twentieth 

century, with two world wars and the unprecedented 

loss of life? This is a stark reminder to us, of just how 

fragile our lives and world really are, and how much we 

need the hand of God and His providence to guide and 

protect us.

More recently, the last few years have seen many new 

homes built in the village, and the population of the 

parish burgeon with many young families who continue 

to join the parish community, and contribute greatly to 

both parish and school.

The parish groups and clubs, some of whom are 

represented in this brochure, also add greatly to the 

social and spiritual life of the parish.

The Parish Choir and Youth Group give eloquent 

testimony to the musical talent and cultural appreciation 

of the divine liturgy and sacred texts.  All this ,finds its 

culmination in the composition of the “Bothwell Mass” 

by our own organist, Mr Joe Hughes, which will be sung 

at our Centenary Mass.

We must offer to Almighty God, our heartfelt thanks for 

the presence amongst us of the Poor Clare community. 

We are greatly privileged and uniquely blessed, as a 

parish, to have an enclosed contemplative order of 

religious attached to St Bride’s Church; who join us 

daily for Mass, and are always a continued source of joy 

and consolation by their reassuring presence, unfailing 

prayers and spiritual support.   

As one of the village churches, we have a long 

established fraternal bond with our brothers and  

sisters in the Church of Scotland. We are truly grateful  

for such strong and happy ecumenical relations,  

and much of that gratitude goes to the Rev Jim Gibson, 

our dear friend and colleague, who is unfailingly 

welcoming, together with his congregation whenever 

we visit the Parish Church.  
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Name From To Status 

Rev John McMillan 1910 1918 Parish Priest

Rev James Hughes 1918 1923 Parish Priest

Rev Patrick Hourigan 1923 1930 Parish Priest

Rev James Montgomery 1930 1933 Parish Priest

Rev Thomas McCann 1933 1940 Parish Priest

Rev Vincent Cowley 1939 1940 Assistant Priest

Rev Henry E Hart 1940 1945 Parish Priest

Rev John McCrory 1945 1947 Parish Priest

Very Rev Thomas Canon Brooks 1947 1949 Parish Priest

Rev Thomas Egan 1949 1955 Parish Priest

Very Rev George Canon Mullen 1955 1958 Parish Priest

Very Rev Daniel Canon O’Doherty 1958 1961 Parish Priest

Very Rev John W Canon Boyle 1961 1968 Parish Priest

Rev John F Breslin 1965 1969 Assistant Priest

Rev Michael Houlihan 1968 1984 Parish Priest

Rev Gerard McColgan 1969 1970 Assistant Priest

Rev Henry J Allison 1970 1982 Assistant Priest

Rev Gerard Chromy 1982 1988 Assistant Priest

Very Rev Andrew Canon Reen 1984 1992 Parish Priest

Rt Rev Mgr John J Burns 1992 2003 Parish Priest

Rev Raymond Dempsey 1995 1996 Assistant Priest

Rev Stephen M C Reilly 1997 2003 Assistant Priest

Rev Thomas Doyle 2003  Parish Priest

Rt Rev Mgr John J Burns 2003

List oF Priests FroM 1910 to Present
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